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ADVISORY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES 

Of

June 30, 2009
A joint meeting of the Advisory & Finance Committee and the Board of Selectmen s held on Tuesday, June 30, 2009.  The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, William Driscoll at 7:35 p.m. and was conducted at the Plymouth Town Hall, in the Mayflower II Meeting Room, 11 Lincoln Street, Plymouth, Massachusetts.

PRESENT
Ten members of the Committee were present: 

Linda Benezra, Mathew Muratore, William Driscoll, John Moody, Robert Nassau, Patricia Whalen, James Sweeney, Dottie Gay, Cornelius Bakker and Richard Gladdys, 
ABSENT

Four members of the Committee were absent: 



Christopher Merrill, Larry Rubin, Michael Hanlon, and Michael Vernazzaro.
FY2009 Appropriation Transfers Requests for $ 65,000
In accordance with M.G.L. Ch. 44 §33B, the Town may make transfers with the authorization of the Board of Selectmen and the Advisory & Finance Committee during the last two months of any fiscal year.  The following is the schedule of requested transfers and their respective funding sources:

FUNDS REQUESTED                           FUNDING SOURCE
	09-09

	Tax Title

	Tax Title Legal & Fees

	       65,000.00 

	Community Debt/Short Term Interest

	         55,000.00 

	6,461,392 

	193,842 


								
	 

	 

	 

	 

	Community Debt/Long Term Interest

	         10,000.00 

	6,461,392 

	193,842 


								

	

	

	

	

	


Director of Finance, Lynne Barrett presented an overview of the Informational Guideline Release (IGR) No. 06-209 from the Department of Revenue authorizing end of year appropriation transfers.  Ms. Barrett explained the legislation, which governs appropriation transfers and allows the town greater flexibility to make end of year budget transfers in order to avoid appropriation deficits.  
Ms. Barrett outlined the request to transfer $65,000 from the Treasurer’s short-term interest and debt budget for use toward tax title expenses and legal fees.  Considering the status of the economy during the course of the past year, she said, the Collector’s Office has done much to work with residents who have struggled with paying their bills on time, and she asked that the FinCom approve this year-end transfer to cover these unanticipated expenses.

John Moody, moved to approve the year-end appropriation transfer of $65,000 ($55,000 from Community Debt / Short Term Interest and $10,000 from Community Debt / Long Term Interest) to be used for tax title expenses and legal fees, as outlined by the Finance Director.  
Robert Nassau, second.  The motion carries unanimously (10-0-0).
Reserve Fund Transfer Request for $54,000
Melissa Arrighi presented the Town Manager’s request for a transfer of $54,000 from the Reserve Fund to settle unanticipated FY2009 legal expenses.  She referenced a memo, which was provided to members of the Committee in which the Town’s legal expenses were outlined and broken down by category, as well as three outstanding invoices as follows: 
A current balance of $3,305 remains in the account, with three invoices outstanding.  

 1.
Kopelman & Paige for general legal services for $33,500;


 2.
Attorney John Clifford for labor and bargaining with unions for $5,000;


3.
Attorney Harold Kowal also for labor and bargaining with unions for $14,900
 For a total of $53,400 in Legal Expenses remaining to be paid.   

Ms. Arrighi  said the Town Manager’s Office makes every effort to predict its legal expenses—based on an average of expenses from previous years however, there is no way to predict the various legal issues that the Town will be required to address in any given fiscal year. 

Ms. Barrett noted that she and Ms. Arrighi have made a concerted effort to monitor departmental expenses and keep the legal expenses within the budgetary framework.  Ms. Barrett noted, if FinCom approves this transfer, there would be $25,880.61 remaining in the Reserve Fund account. 

Mathew Muratore moved to approve a transfer of $54,000 from the Reserve Fund to settle the Towns’ remaining FY2009 legal expenses.  
Cornelius Bakker second.  The motion was unanimously to approved (10-0-0).

ADJOURNMENT
Mathew Muratore moved for adjournment.
Linda Benezra, second.  The motion for adjournment carries 
unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Pamela L. Borgatti
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